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EDITORIAL 

This month editor’s photo is with Paul Lesur, the 

new president of Stella Clavisque Club (Vic). 

MEA have extensively publicised many articles 

about various clubs, mainly in NSW, and the 

reasons being that quite a few activities were 

organised by these clubs during the last few 

months.  Since the journal is about Mauritians in 

Australasia, reporting on the various clubs 

activities were very important and it highlighted 

what many Mauritians were doing after 30 years of 

establishment in Australia. We will continue to 

find out more about Clubs in various states in 

pursuit of the Mauritian cultural activities, but we 

now will change direction slightly and we will 

concentrate our effort on the younger Mauritians 

whether born in Mauritius or Australia.  

The various activities of the clubs indicate that one 

of the social aspects of the Mauritian community 

in Australia is belonging to a club and supporting 

its functions. But this is by far, the only social 

avenue for the Mauritian community in the various 

states. There are a very large number of Mauritians 

who do not belong to any clubs at all and who do 

not even know the existence of such clubs. What 

do they do as social activities? Do they still 

socialise with Mauritians or are they completely 

blended to the Australian way of life? 

There is a very large number of Mauritians who do 

not class themselves as Mauritians anymore. So far 

as they are concerned, Mauritius was left behind 

the day they landed on Australian land. We will 

endeavour to find out more about the “deserted” 

Mauritians in future editions and their reasons for 

not wanting to be Mauritian any more. 

We will also encourage the young Mauritians to 

participate in the Magazine. Their views about 

Mauritius. Do 

they really care 

about the 

Mauritian 

culture and 

tradition? Do 

they want to be 

part of  the 

Multiculturalism that Australia is so proud of. 

(Oops... I hope it’s alright to say this with Pauline 

around).  Their education, their lifestyle. Do young 

Mauritian boys and girls prefer to go out with 

other young Mauritians or do they prefer other 

nationalities? Perhaps it does not really matter. 

During my last visit in Melbourne, I talked to 

many young Mauritians, even those born in 

Australia from Mauritian parents, about forming a 

“Young Mauritian Club”. The idea seems very 

appealing to many but with the support of their 

parents. This club could be involved with sports, 

education nights, school projects, social problems 

that face so many young ones today, hobbies, etc.  

We will also try to include more French articles  in 

future editions. Many Mauritians volunteered to 

send French written stories for publications in the 

magazine but we are waiting to receive them. 

We will also try to include some news from 

Mauritius. 

Inserting Photographs in the magazine has been 

YOUNG 

MAURITIAN 

CLUB 
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very well received especially from subscribers in 

Mauritius. So we will keep this practice. Since our 

migration from Mauritius to Australia, many of us 

live far apart from each other and to see a picture 

of a friend after so many years can be quite 

emotional.  

From a subscriber in Mauritius: 

"Je vous remercie beaucoup de votre journal.  En 

le lisant, j'ai aperçu un ami que je n'ai pas vu 

depuis plus de trente ans. J'étais très heureuse de 

voir sa photos. Je vous sérias très reconnaissant si 

vous pouvais me faire avoir son adresse. Il était 

mon meilleur ami. Je vous remercie très 

sincèrement de votre aide." 

So we wrote to the subscriber in Australia and 

informed him of the note we received. He is now 

planning a trip to Mauritius for his next holiday. 

(We have left names out for confidentiality 

reasons). 

In future editions of the magazine, many have 

asked us to include more gossip. I am sure there is 

plenty to write about there, but I have to be very 

careful not to offend anyone. 

Sylvio Belcourt (Editor). 

EDDY ABRAHAM 

The Medal of the 

Order of Saint 

Peter and Saint 

Paul for services 

to the 

community. 

History of Eddy Abraham’s (Front Page Photo, 

left) involvement in the Mauritian Community 

of Victoria. 

Eddy arrived in Australia in 1971. He joined the 

Victoria Mauritian Association in 1975. In 1978, 

he became the Public Relation Officer (P.R.O.) 

and he organised for the Mauritian community to 

be represented at the Festival of All Nations, held 

in 1979 at Flemington Racecourse. 

In 1981, the then retiring French-speaking 

chaplain, late Fr. William Morierty, asked him to 

take over the Victoria-Mauritian Pastoral Council, 

as Administrator/Chairman. In this capacity, he 

organised monthly French masses and the annual 

mass in Honour of Blessed Father Laval, the 

Patron of Mauritius. He also co-ordinated two 

pastoral visits by the then Bishop of Port-Louis, 

Mauritius; his Eminence Cardinal Jean Margéot 

(1984, 1993). 

In 1983, he organised for a bust of Blessed Father 

Laval, the Apostle of Mauritius to be offered to St. 

John Vianney’s Church, in Mulgrave, to mark the 

presence of Mauritians in the Catholic Church, in 

Australia. 

In 1986, he organised the participation of the 

Mauritian group, in the ecumenical service at the 

M.C.G, during the visit of his Holiness Pope Jean 

Paul II to Melbourne. He was privilege to receive 

Holy Communion 

from the hands of 

his Holiness, 

during mass at 

Flemington 

racecourse. 

 

 

 

Eddy with wife 

Brigitte. 

 

 

He represented the Mauritian Community on the 

Archdiocesan Commission on Migration from 

1985 to 1995 and he organised the Mauritian 

Group at the Annual National Communities Mass. 

In 1989, he  co-authored a book on religion and 

ethnic identity, an Australian study, Vol. 2. In the 

book, he surveyed the presence of the Mauritian 

Community and its contributions to the Catholic 

church. 

He also contributed to the media. He has been a 

casual contributor for the French Language 

program on the Ethnic Radio 3EA. He presented 

segments on the history of Mauritius, its folklore, 
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He represented the 

Mauritian Community 

on the Archdiocesan 

Commission on 

Migration from 1985 

to 1995. 

its language and its cultures. 

He also contributed segments in French on 

Australian Aborigines. 

When radio 3ZZZ began broadcasting in 

Melbourne, he was instrumental in getting a 

Mauritian Program on air. He has been a 

Convenor/Broadcaster of the program, since its 

inception. The program has won five trophies in 

the annual Radiothons of 3ZZZ. (1992, 1993, 

1994, 1995, 1996). The radiothons are to raise 

money for the station. He has also been a member 

of the Governing body of the 3ZZZ, the Ethnic 

Public Broadcasting Association of Victoria Ltd., 

for two terms. At the moment, he is on the 

Programming Committee. For the radio programs, 

among other things, he has made a coverage of Air 

Mauritius flights Perth-Melbourne-Perth. He has 

covered the Indian Ocean Tourism Organisation 

Meeting in Perth. (1995, 1996). He has 

interviewed a host of personalities, including the 

ex Prime  Minister of Mauritius. 

At the moment, he is a member of the Victoria-

Mauritian Pastoral Council, The Keysborough 

Soccer Club, the Stella Clavisque Club and Radio 

3ZZZ. 

Congratulations from MEA and from all 

Mauritians world-wide to Eddy Abraham who has 

been awarded the Medal of the Order of Saint 

Peter and Saint Paul for services to the 

community. The ceremony took place on Sunday 

6
th

 July 1997 in St Bernadette Church in North 

Sunshine during which messages from the Premier 

of Victoria, Jeff Kennet and from the Archbishop 

of Malta, Mons. De Piro, were read. Mass was 

then celebrated by 4 Maltese priests. 

MON BEAU CHAPEAU 

“Les Mauriciens de Melbourne, je vous retire mon 

chapeau.” 

The Stella Clavisque Mid-Year Ball was held on 

28
th

 June at St John Vianney’s Parish Hall and the 

theme for the evening was “Fancy Hats”. This hall 

has been used by a variety of Mauritian Clubs for 

many years in the past and it is very well laid out 

for parties. Walking through the front door, you 

stepped straight onto the dance floor and for the 

evening of the Fancy Hats dance, the tables were 

arranged at the back with a narrow section of 

tables down the sides of the hall allowing a large 

enough sized dance floor in the centre of the room 

to cater for the crowd without being too squeezy. 

The invitation said: Dress Formal and wearing a 

fancy hat would be highly appreciated. Many 

guests did just that. 

A brief history of Hats: 
The Italian 

word for 

hat, 

cappello, 

comes from 

the Medieval 

Latin 

appellu(m), 

a diminutive 

of the Late 

Latin 

cappa(m), 

meaning 

“hood”. (The 

English 

words hat 

and hood are 

of Germanic 
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origin, but cap has the same root as 

cappello). In the depths of the Middle 

Ages, shivering with fear and cold, no 

one dared to appear in public bare-

headed, as had been common during the 

heyday of imperial Rome. Not that as 

private citizens, Romans of power 

behaved any differently than other 

mortals, such as slaves, freedmen, and 

foreigners; like every body else, they 

wore headgear to protect themselves from 

rain, wind, snow, and summer heat. 

Unofficial artworks, however, the real 

“face of power” (in the elegant phrase 

of Sabatino Moscati), the great of Rome 

are always shown bareheaded, or at most 

veiled with a fold of the toga as in the 

case of Pontifex Naximus; the most 

glorious are shown wearing a chaplet of 

leaves. Caesar was the first to make a 

regular habit of wearing this triumphal 

crown, which was conferred by the Senate 

on victorious generals, and the other 

emperors all followed his lead. 

The Ball was officially opened by Paul Lesur 

(President) who gave a very warm welcome to all 

present with a  special mention to Gilbert Clark, 

president of  Chamarel Club, François Harter and 

fiancée who represented Mr. And Mrs. Roland 

Harter, strong supporters of the Club and MEA.  

Extract from Paul’s speech: 

 “We are pleased that you could be with us tonight 

as this is a very important function; the launch of 

a new executive committee which is in charge of 

the Stella Clavisque for the next two years… 

Our policy is simple. To protect, support and 

extend everything the Club has established during 

its 29 years of existence. However as in three 

years time we will reach the millennium and we 

are committed to bring about a rejuvenation of the 

S.C.C by extending its membership to the youth 

and thus prolong the club’s longevity beyond the 

year 2000.” 

The committee members are: 

President:  Paul Lesur 

Vice President: Michèle Pascal 

Secretary: Jean-François Brasse 

Assistant Secretary and Foundation member: 

  Guylaine Lesur 

Treasurer: Jean Constantin 

Assistant Treasurer and Foundation Member: 

  Richard Cadet 

Committee Members: 

  Joselle L’Eveillé and Sylvio 

Lebret  who is the ex-President of the Club. 

 

 

 

Boris Quirin 

(Public 

Relations 

Officer) is 

seen here 

giving a 

brief history 

about hats. 

 

 

 

Music was provided by “JUST US” and the DJ’s 

for the evening 

were Bertie 

Fraise and Jean 

Bernard Labutte. 

A selection of 

music from the 

60’s to the 90’s 

was very much 

appreciated by all 

as the dance floor 

was always full. 

When MEA magazine is invited to an evening of 

fun and frivolity, the camera goes too, and as usual 

it was kept very busy as you will see from the 

absolutely wonderful photos of the more daring of 

the guests. There were hats of many styles and 

designs from floral, fruit bowls, card games, top 

hats, glittering majestic and even the local town 
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jester, as well as many ladies dressed in there 

finery with hats to match.   

Wearing the largest top hat of the evening, Julian 

Marion with 

“Mull Hat” 

was having a 

great time 

with his 

friends Sonia 

Tusek Fruit 

Bowl and 

Rachel 

Lenferna Deck 

of Cards who 

also dared to 

be different 

and came 

dressed to fit 

in. (It was very 

nice to see so 

many different 

imaginative ideas. Ed). 

Hats may have been the flavour of the night but 

the self-served spit roast dinner of lamb, pork and 

beef with baked potato and sour cream or garlic 

butter along with a  selection of salads was 

certainly a feast to be enjoyed. The Caterers were 

Don and Barbara Stevenson of Southern Star Spit 

Roasting Service, Noble Park, Melbourne Victoria. 

Phone (03) 9706 3921. 

Geneviève Brasse, wife of the Club Secretary 

Jean-François Brasse is lucky to have a friend like 

Guillemette Savrimoutou who loves to sew and is 

seen here wearing the gown her friend made 

especially for the evening. Jean Savrimoutou 

(From left to right: Jean François Brasse, and 

wife Geneviève, Guillemette Savrimoutou and 

husband Jean) 

commented that he is very proud of his wife and 

her talent for sewing. Guillemette also made her 

own outfit. They happened to be old friends from 

Mauritius  and both Genevieve and Guillemette 

used to go to High School together.  

Chantal Felix (right) won first prize in the ladies 

section wearing a “Floral Affair” and Robert 

Feillafé (left) won for the men wearing his 

rendition of  “Hats Galore”. 

During the evening, Paul announced that a very 

special show would be staged. He asked all the 

guests that wore a hat to participate in a parade 

around the dance floor. There was no shortage of 

actors and actress for the show.  

From the top of the stage where I was filming the 
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event, it was a magnificent scene seeing everyone 

showing off, not only their colourful creative hats 

but their evening fashionable gowns to match. To 

top it all off, everyone was having a really great 

time. As Paul mentioned, the guests not only 

enjoyed a spectacular show  but the club did not 

have to pay for it.   

(See picture on page 5).  

Myrline Uppertoole celebrated her 36th birthday 

and is seen here with husband Jean Claude. 

When 

Pierro 

Lubrin, 

dancing 

with his 

wife, asked 

me (the 

editor) if I 

recognised 

him, I 

replied 

“yes” but I 

could not 

really 

remember 

at the time 

where I had 

met him. It later dawned on me that he was the DJ 

at  George and Suzanne Clark’s 50
th

 Wedding 

Anniversary as well as my own wedding. 

(Nice to see you again Pierro and sorry for my 

lack of memory at the time). 

THE CONTINUED STORY 

OF THE STELLA CLAVISQUE 

CLUB. 
By Sylvio Lebret 

NEW DIRECTIONS 

The 1977 General Assembly  was a very quiet 

affair, the Executive Committee stayed exactly' as 

it was at the close of the last 

term with Jean Commins at 

the helm. Michel Leblanc to 

assist him, myself as 

Secretary and Serge Florent 

as Treasurer. It had become 

evident lately that due to 

better conditions of 

Mauritians living in Victoria and to their 

integration, and also due to better facilities for new 

immigrants to settle with their parents and friends, 

the Stella Clavisque Club's initial idea of “helping  

the community"' had become out of date. This was 

a tacit observation within the Committee but 

nothing significant was being done. The new 

President, Jean Commins, decided that it was time 

for a change and gave to his Presidency the Theme 

"New Directions". He set himself to improve the 

image of the Club towards a more socially oriented 

structure. Unfortunately the lack of interest from 

Members did not give him much satisfaction. The 

first function a “Wine and Cheese Night” 

scheduled for the 22nd of April 1977, had to be 

cancelled due to lack of bookings, and the Mid 

year Ball in June, had a success below the 

expectations of the Committee: a tentative 

experience of asking guests to bring their own 

food as thought to be the main reasons of the drop 

in attendance, moreover the band wasn't to 

standard. However a group of Vietnamese residing 

in a hostel and who had been invited by Jean 

Commins, had a very enjoyable time and it was a 

pleasure to see them appreciate our hospitality. It 

was obvious that a good re-thinking of the 

situation was imperative. A change  in the format 

of the “Mauritian Night” held in September caused 

the function to be a good success, and this to the 

relief of Committee Members who had been in low 
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spirits. Products from Mauritius (T'shirts, Aprons, 

Towels, Biscuits Manioc and sega cassettes) had 

been ordered through Rev. Andre Avrillon, and 

sold at a profit which was sent back to him for his 

parish, an exhibition of Mauritius arts and crafts 

also attracted a good interest. Earlier in 1977. 

Lindsay Riviere, then Editor in Chief of “Le  

Mauricien” visited Melbourne and arranged a 

meeting with  Club Leaders of Victoria regarding a 

project of a newspaper to link Australia and 

Mauritius, the meeting took place at Charles Jean’s 

residence in Mulgrave. The Stella Clavisque was 

represented by Jean Commins, Serge Florent, 

Mahe Fernando and myself. The project seemed 

very promising but subsequently died of its natural 

death as Lindsay Riviere seemed to have dropped 

out of the scene. However the provisional 

committee which had been set up to deal with the 

project called the “Amicale-Australie Maurice” 

was retained to act as an umbrella organisation of 

Mauritius Clubs. Our representatives were Jean 

Commins and Mahe Fernando. On the 5th of 

November  took place a historic meeting. In the 

course of a “Get together and Dance” offered free 

by the club a friendly discussion was held by the 

president on the future of the club; he explained 

the changes needed to be done to the Club and the 

way’s and means to change its image and draw the 

Club Members out of their apathy. The discussions 

were of a high level and attracted much 

enthusiasm from the young section of the Club; it 

seemed to be the dawn of a new era, but 

unfortunately, the young element who had 

promised their support and contribution did not 

keep up their promises, hardly a few came 

forward. Meanwhile, trouble was brewing on 

another front “The Federation of Mauritian Club in 

Australia” our members who had travelled the 

charter flight were not happy with certain 

arrangements, there was some unrest regarding a 

contribution to the Club from a surplus refund 

offered to them by the travel agent. Furthermore, 

the animosity towards the Stella Clavisque within 

the Federation seemed to be growing, the last 

straws came when a crucial meeting which took 

place in Sydney was held despite the fact that the 

representative of the Stella, Jean Commins and 

Karl Bozelle and of the Dodo Club of Perth, Ron 

Curtis had informed the President of the federation 

they were held up at the Airport through a traffic 

strike: when they arrived, the meeting had already 

taken place with only three delegates. Taking into 

account that the federation was interested in 

nothing else that Charter Flight to Mauritius, the 

Committee took the decision to resign from the 

federation. In this dark looking background, the 

Club had to carry on; a snow trip was organised on 

the 5
th

  of August, but due to a sudden change in 

weather, some members decided to drop out at the 

last minute, this lack of  understanding caused two 

buses to leave with only half their seats occupied, 

but nevertheless, the day was enjoyable to those 

who had joined in. In the aftermath of the success 

of the Mauritian Night, a solid organisation was 

needed to ensure that the End of the Year Ball 

1977 was to be a very good function, wheels were 

set in motion for a big event; the Committee was 

so concerned that even the traditional children's 

Christmas Party was postponed to the early days of 

1978 to be combined with a “Mini-Fair for Club 

Members”. The Committee was well rewarded 

with a successful function,   arguing a good future 

for the Club's functions. But things did not work 

out that way; the committee was struggling to 

come to terms with the new image of the Club, and 

the activities came to a standstill, for some  reason; 

it was one of the worst low-down periods of the 

Stella Chavisque. The President Jean Commins 

was having a hard time coping with personal 

difficulties; he was doing  part-time studies on 

Social Studies and for a while was having family 

problems some successive bereavements, and the 

ill-health of his wife Odette. We all admired his 

courage to chair the  General assembly of Sept, 

1978 and entertain his guests, after having left his 

wife in hospital on that morning.       In the 

meantime the Committee was discussing the 

survival of the Club, even suggestions of a 

winding-up was envisaged, but the ‘Vielle Garde’ 

fought back strongly and decided on strong steps 

to get back the interest of members of the Club. 

Jean Commins, had started his move for new 

directions, an extremely' difficult task with the 

unpredictable Mauritian Community, but he had 

laid down the foundations which bore its fruits in 

the later years. That General Assembly of 1978 

was a memorable one; it was comparatively well 

attended and included two guests, Roland Finette 

former President of Stella Clavisque of Mauritius 

and also Stenio Ross, former President of the 
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Cercle de Rose-Hill. Only part of the retiring 

committee members had decided to carry on. 

Candidates were recruited from the  members and 

the exercise went too far; even the two guests were 

asked to join the Committee even though they 

were not members. As retiring Secretary chairing 

the meeting for the election of the Committee I had 

to cope with that unusual and irregular situation 

and I thought that the only way out was to declare 

them elected subject to them being accepted as 

Club members. We ended up with a Committee of 

fourteen members. At the next meeting, when the 

two members were duly accepted, Jean Commins 

declared that he could not carry on as President 

and suggested that Karl Bozelle took over, He 

accepted on the only condition(mentioned in the 

previous article that the Club should not get 

involved in Charter Flights. Jean  Commins 

became 1st Vice-President, Serge Florent. 2nd 

Vice-President, Mahe Fernando became Treasurer, 

Michel Leblanc was Assistant Treasurer, we had a 

new P.R.O in Jose Vermont, other members were- 

Ghyliane Lesur, Suzy Vaillant, Jean-Pierre Lebret, 

Serge McIntyre, Cyril Florent, Roland Finette and 

Stenio Ross. You could imagine the headache for 

the Secretary when he had to convene all the 

members and try to set a suitable meeting date to 

suit all of them. How we managed will be in the 

next article.  

(to be continued). 

LE M.M.M 
LE MAGNIFICAT MEAL MOVEMENT 

In December 1996, we received an article from 

Dorothy Mackay (VIC) which we published in two 

parts in the December 1996 and January 1997 

editions.  

At the beginning of July 1997, I was, at first, 

pleased to see during the evening television news 

in Sydney, a story about the M.M.M. It soon came 

apparent that the organisation was being 

investigated for fraud. This shocked and surprised 

me as the last thing I expected was to hear that 

“Debbie”,  the head of M.M.M would use 

Christian believer’s   to profiteer.  

Apparently, the promised miracle of the Virgin 

Mary which is supposed to have happened by now 

is just a way for the members of the organisation 

to gather large sums of money from their 

congregation. One of the comments from the news 

was that many believers sold their property to 

move close to the M.M.M in QLD and have to 

donate a large share of their property to the 

organisers. Many believers donated thousands of 

dollars in belief that Debbie will communicate 

with the Virgin Mary and ask her to perform 

miracles for them. No such event has happened yet 

and according to the news, Debbie and its founders 

are now millionaires. Another member commented 

on the news that the money would be transferred 

back to the M.M.M now that the whole thing has 

gone public.  

We tried to contact Dorothy in Melbourne to verify 

the story but she is currently in Toowoomba, QLD 

where the M.M.M is located and will not be back 

until mid August. 

This article is not intended to offend any 

Mauritians in their religious belief. MEA just 

wishes to report on what was actually mentioned 

on the television news.  

MEA will investigate the story further and 

hopefully put some lights on the matter. In the 

mean time, I (editor), would caution anyone 

selling off their property to move to Toowoomba 

without asking for advice. Talk to people first but 

not just the believers. Mauritians are in general 

religious, generous and charitable by nature and 

could easily be exploited.   

BOOKS FROM MAURITIUS 
In previous editions, we publicised many books 

from Mauritius and we are pleased to say that we 

received many orders. 

We then placed a large order from Mauritius for 

the books including extra stock of the most 

common ones. This was at the end of May 1997. 

We were informed from Mauritius that the books 

Miracles from the 

Virgin Mary 
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will take about 3 weeks to reach Australia by sea. 

Sea freight is only a fraction of the cost of the 

books compared to Air Freight which would have 

made the books nearly twice their Mauritian Cost. 

(Books are heavy). 

To date, we are still waiting for the delivery of the 

books. We sent some money to Mauritius in good 

faith but we have not yet collected from our 

subscribers. We were waiting for the delivery of 

the books first. 

Lately there has been a lot of news on television 

about mail disappearing from Australia Post and 

many people were complaining that they never 

received what they had been waiting for. Could it 

be that MEA has also fallen into the category of 

Australia Post missing mail syndrome? Some 

Mauritian or French speaking person is enjoying 

MEA books. 

We apologises to all those who have placed orders 

from us for the books. We hope that the books will 

turn up soon. 

Maybe we should have sent them by AIR, but I 

know that the price would have been too high and 

I would not have any orders. Since I am selling 

them at cost, sea freight was the only economical 

means of transport. We did ask Mauritius to 

register the goods and we hope to be able to trace 

its whereabouts. 

We will do some research, find out the shipping 

details and consignment number and we will keep 

you informed.  

BUSINESS LISTING 
In the last few editions, MEA has been trying to 

produce a listing of all known Mauritian Business 

in Australia. We have received only a small reply 

and there is not enough to justify printing a 

pamphlet that can be pinned on a fridge door for 

reference.  

We will keep on trying and perhaps one day we 

will have a fairly complete and accurate listing. 

XMAS IN JULY 
A dinner at the North Shore Petanque Club on 

Saturday 12
th

 July 1997, was a huge success.  

It seemed strange for us hot weather local yokels 

to be celebrating Xmas in July, but it certainly 

gave us a better understanding of what it is like for 

family or friends in the United Kingdom and 

Europe in December, as it was truly a crisp cold 

night even though there was no snow. 

Once again, MEA caught a few guests on camera. 

 

 

Roland and Agnelle 

Edouard. 

(Roland used to ride 

horses with my late 

father Roland 

Belcourt back in 

Mauritius. What a 

small world!) 

 

 

During the mid sixties back in Mauritius, Roland 

explained that he used to ride horses at the “Club 

d’équitation de Quatre Bornes” with Roland 

Belcourt, Jacques Imbert, Roger Poisson, Jean 

Chaperon and Gerard de Spéville. Each 

contributed Rs25.00 every-time they rode, towards 

the up-keep of the animals. The club started with 

only two horses: Ulanova and Old Friend but soon 

after ended-up with four more, namely: Black 

Rate, Panata’s Jewel, Rockall and Nucleus. 

Mario Rose, the DJ for the evening played a 

wonderful selection of old time waltz’s and 

Christmas carols. The dance floor was always full 

which is typical of Mario’s selection of music. 

BOOKS LOST OR 

STOLEN BY 

AUSTRALIA 

POST 
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Alain & Joelle 

Coulon. 

(If there had 

been a dancing 

contest, they 

would have 

won 

unchallenged). 

 

 

 

DINNER 

The menu consisted of appetisers followed with 

chicken and mushroom vol au vent with salad, 

roast turkey with gravy, roast potatoes, pumpkin 

and peas. Dessert was baked apple strudel with 

custard sauce. 

 

 

Lucien and 

Margaret 

Pouzet. 

(Margaret 

Wilden) 

(Back in 

Mauritius, 

Lucien and I 

were 

neighbours) 

 

 

 

Lucien’s mother, Mrs Daisy Pouzet, taught me to 

play the piano from the age of 6 years. Thanks to 

her, in 1962, I received my Certificate in 

pianoforte from the Associated Board of The 

Royal School of Music; Royal Academy of Music, 

Royal College of Music, Royal Manchester 

College of Music and Royal Scottish Academy of 

Music.  

 

François and 

Françoise 

Alleaume -

known back 

home as 

FouFoune 

Rochecouste 

(I hope I have 

spelt her nick 

name 

properly). 

 

 

When Françoise came to me and said: “tu me re-

connais”; I looked at her and recognised a face 

that I once knew, but I just could not remember her 

name at the time.  

People have commented to me on many occasions 

that, apart from the pleasant atmosphere of a 

Mauritian dance, there is always the joy of meeting 

someone that you have not seen for years. 

Congratulations to the organisers for another great 

Mauritian evening. 

CLUB LIST 
AUSTRALIAN MAURITIAN ASSOCIATION AMA  

CANTERBURY PETANQUE CLUB (NSW) 

CHAMAREL CLUB (VIC) 

CLUB MAURICIEN (NSW) 

ENDEAVOUR HILLS CLUB (VIC)  

KEYSBOROUGH CLUB (VIC)  

LA CARAVELLE (NSW)  

MAURITIAN CHINESE CIRCLE OF 

SYDNEY-MCCS (NSW)  

MAURITIAN GOLDEN AGE INC. (VIC) 

MAURITIUS SERVICE ASSOCIATION 

MSA (VIC)  

NORTH SHORE PETANQUE CLUB 

PRESTONS SOCCER CLUB (NSW) 

STATE COUNCIL ON THE MAURITIAN 

ASSOCIATION (NSW) 

STELLA CLAVISQUE CLUB INC. (VIC) 

(We have not yet received all details from new 

committee members from all clubs. We hope to 

finalise this in the next edition). 
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MEA provides creative and professional 

design for Seminars, Parties, Weddings, 

Christening, Documentaries, School 

Productions, Exhibitions, Product Promotion, 

Marketing, etc. 

 Full editing services using professional high 

tech state-of-the-art equipment with full 

digital computer Titling, Special Effects, 

Animation, Imaging and Graphics interface, 

for High Quality and Visual reproduction. 

 
  

Give your next video a 
Hollywood Professional 

TV quality look. 

 

For further details call  

 

0419 970 907 or (02) 9632 8451 (AH) 

VIC / NSW / QLD 

 

INTEREST RATES 
by Sylvio Belcourt. 

 

The Reserve Bank’s fifth interest rate cut in 12 

months is confirmation of a lasting downward shift 

in the community’s perceptions about inflation. 

The cut will provide only a small boost to 

economic growth whilst attempts to kick-start the 

economy will be “futile” 

 

How will it affect most of us? 

 

THE SMALL BUSINESS 

 

Interest rate cuts take 15 to 18 months before 

having much effect, and this delay seems to be 

getting longer, Reserve Bank researchers have 

said. On Wednesday July 30, 1997, the bank’s 0.5 

percentage cut will lead to just one-sixth of 1% of 

growth in a year’s time, with a similar sized 

impact the following year which would halve by 

the third year. Following the above formula, 

business is now just starting to feel the benefits of 

rate reductions which were occurring in the latter 

part of last year, but as this one and those that have 

preceded it this year work their way through into 

the Australian economy, this is going to be of 

enormous benefit for Australian small business in 

the future. 

HOME LOANS 

The cut in interest raises a tricky question for 

canny home buyers; is now the time to lock in your 

mortgage rate by switching to a fixed-rate loan? 

The honest answer is, only God knows. Everyone 

else is guessing.  

The latest cut will actually lower the rates on 

standard variable home loans between 6.5 and 6.8 

per cent. Against that, the fixed rates being offered 

by the Big Four Banks are 7 per cent for two years, 

7.25 per cent for three years and 7.75 per cent for 

five (though you can do a little better if you hunt 

around among the smaller banks). 

If you decide to lock in 7 per cent for two years, 

the variable rate, at present below 7 per cent has to 

be above 7 per cent for more of the period than it’s 

below it (though it’s also a question of how far is 

above or below 7 per cent). The trick here is that 

though you can be certain of the fixed rate once 

you lock it in, but you can’t be certain what will 

happen to variable rates. Will it go lower? This is 

the fifth time the Reserve Bank has cut the official 

interest rate in a year, but market economists 

began saying “this is the last” after the third. 

Even so, further cut raises the probability that it’s 

the last. This suggests that, even if there is more to 

come, there’s probably only be one more at .05 

percentage points. 

The next question is how long are variable rates 

likely to stay down before the Reserve Bank starts 

PENSIONERS LOOSE ON 

SAVINGS 
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pushing them up again? If past behaviour is any 

guide to the future, once it finished lowering or 

raising rates, it left them where they were for over 

12 months (July 1993 to August 1994) and 19 

months (December 1994 to July 1996). 

This suggests that variable rates will soon be 

shooting skyward but not for quite a while. By 

how much will variable rates rise when the 

Reserve Bank eventually decides it must tighten up 

again? Last time, over four months in late 1994, 

they rose by 1.75 percentage points. Next time 

could be more than that and once they’re up they’ll 

say up for some time. 

Because variable rates are now lower than fixed 

rates and may stay there for quite some months, 

the case for locking is up to every individual to 

assess. There is no clear formula. 

The good news is that the 0.5 percentage point 

reduction will give a borrower a monthly saving of 

about $45 on a standard 25-year $150,000 home 

loan. In a little over a year, the same borrower has 

seen monthly repayments drop by about $400, or 

nearly 30 per cent as standard mortgage rates have 

fallen from 10.5 per cent to as low as 6.49 per 

cent. 

PENSIONERS 

The Treasurer, Mr Costello has indicated that 

pensioners and retirees may have to take a cut in 

interest rates on their savings as a trade-off for 

banks passing on all the latest official interest rate 

reduction.   

THE CUT IS DEVASTATING 

For example, say four years ago, interest on a fixed 

two-year rate of 12 per cent returned an average 

earnings of $1192 a month, two years later, the 

best deal was 8.65 per cent reducing the earning to 

about $420 a month. Now the 5.65 per cent rate 

returns only  about $290 a month.  

Consolation: Mr. Costello said: “We will now be 

reviewing the deeming rates in the lead-up to the 

next pension adjustment to make sure that the 

deeming rates are set on a realistic basis, taking in 

to account these low interest rates” 

In the mean time, all you can do is wait for the 

interest rates to increase or look for a better 

investment.   

PS. The above news is not to be used as 

Investment advice. For more information, 

contact your financial adviser. 

 

DO YOU KNOW IT’S 

FREE TO PUBLISH YOUR 

STORY IN MEA. 

 

MORE MONEY MATTERS… 

 

MICROSOFT, THE GIANT SOFTWARE  

COMPANY HAS A MONEY PROBLEM. (this 

has nothing to do with the Mauritian community 

but..) 

 

Speaking of interest, Microsoft has so much 

money in the bank that it earns $23 million a day 

in interest alone. Yes, that’s the problem facing 

Microsoft today; it makes too much money. This 

says the economist, is a bit of a worry for Bill 

Gates. (It’s a worry I’m sure many Mauritians 

could do with). 

 

From Bill Gates… “it is generally better to have 

money burning a hole in your own pocket than in 

somebody else’s”. 

Investment Performance. Past Performance (%) - * annualised 

Fund Name  3 Mths        6 Mths        1 Yr        2 Yrs*        3 Yrs*        5 Yrs*       7 Yrs* 

BT Managed Fund   9.3             11.2            19.1         14.4           11.6           11.3            10.6 

Countt Super Growth 12.2       12.6            22.6         15.2     12.6         11.6 11.8 

First Ste PST-Aus Eq 12.8       14.6            30.5 28.8        -            -                  -   

MLC Growth Fund   9.9       11.2            19.6 15.5     12.8         11.9 12.2 

Merc Balanced Pooled   9.2       10.1            16.5 14.2     11.5         11.8 12.1 

Perpet’l PST Indust. 13.0       16.0            35.9    -        -            -       -  

Rthchld Prop Sec PST   7.8       11.0            23.0 12.4        -            -       - 
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The Chaperon family came to Sydney from Mauritius in 1968, and both 

Robert and Gilberte made a career in the public service.  

Robert (Roby) was an Accountant with Telstra until, due to some health 

problem, he took early retirement in June 1994. Since then, he has 

worked as a casual Tax Consultant with ITP. He mainly works during the 

tax season, July to October.  

Gilberte who worked for Telstra as a Personnel Manager also took a 

redundancy last month. 

Both Robert and Gilberte have been actively involved with Petanque for the last 30 years and have played 

competition since the 1980s. Both have been members of the Sydney Petanque Club for most of that time and 

were actively involved with its fusion with the Canterbury Bowling Club. At various times, Robert has held 

the position of Vice Chairman of the Board of Directors, President, Secretary, Sports Officer and club 

representative with the Australian Petanque Federation. For the last four years, he has held the position of 

Assistant Secretary of the Federation. 

As competitors in the various Petanque tournaments, his best result has been in the Australian championship 

in Wollongong in 1992, where he came second. Gilberte’s best performance is a third in the NSW triples 

championship this year. 

Both Robert and Gilberte will also be heavily involved in the development of the sport in New South Wales, 

giving publicity to the game, and helping with a wide coverage of the game at schools and other venues. They 

also intend to help with the creation of new clubs, advising them of the rules of the Federation and the rules 

of Petanque, and helping them with the construction of Petanque courts where necessary. They wish to keep 

in close contact with the federation in that regard. 

There are at the moment 19 Petanque clubs affiliated to the APF: seven in New South Wales three in 

Victoria, five in South Australia, three in Queensland and one in Western Australia. In New South Wales, 

there are four clubs in the metropolitan area of Sydney, one in Wollongong, one in Central Coast and one in 

Newcastle. They have Inter-Club tournaments involving all these clubs once a month and we have an 

Australian Championship involving all the clubs in Australia every Easter. All the new South Wales clubs 

have followed the example of the Sydney Petanque Club (a predominantly Mauritian Club) and have joined 

an existing Bowling or Sports club and have good club amenities. 

Other Mauritian Clubs that offer Petanque as a sport are: 

The Mauritian Club at Blacktown, La Caravelle Sorting Club, 

The Cantebury Petanque Club and The North Shore Petanque Club at Hornsby. 

OPENING SPECIALS !! IDEAL GIFTS FOR FATHER’S DAY 
Oz Boules NSW offers a 10 to 20% discount on their entire range of OBUT boules. 

(valid until 31
st
 August 1997) 

We stock a whole range of competition boules, leisure boules and all accessories needed 

for the Petanque enthusiast. 

CALL ROBERT OR GILBERTE FOR MORE DETAILS 

OZ BOULES OFFERING THE BEST AT BETTER PRICES 

PHONE/FAX (02) 9686 6223 

 PREMIER EN PETANQUE 
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WEDDING 
PHOTOGRAPHS AND 

VIDEO 
 

FOR PROFESSIONAL 

WEDDING VIDEO 

AND PHOTOGRAPHY 

CONTACT 

MEA ON 

0419 970 907 

(NSW/VIC/QLD) 

 

 

 
 

FOR NSW BOOKINGS ONLY, TWO 
FRENCH BRIDAL CARS WILL BE 

INCLUDED FREE OF CHARGE.  
(CONDITIONS APPLY). 

 

 

 BIRTHDAYS 
JULY BIRTHDAY CLUB 

All the following people celebrated their birthday 

in July: 

Anne-Marie Commarmond  11
th

 July 

Jacqueline Brunet  11
th

 July 

Joseph McElroy   12
th

 July 

Laura Brunet   18
th

 July 

Pierre Brunet   19
th

 July 

 

Happy Birthday and best wishes from MEA and all 

Mauritian friends. 

COMING EVENTS 
  

(NSW) Saturday 23
rd

 August 1997 – Karoke 

Disco Night at James Meehan High School, 

Harold Street, MacQuarie Fields. France Jemon 

and the Down Under Sega Group. For Bookings 

contact Dolly Lennon 02) 9832-7282 or Yves 

Antoine 02) 9607-0145 

 

PERE LAVAL MASS IN SEPTEMBER (NSW) 

FULL DETAILS IN THE NEXT EDITION. 

 

(VIC) Saturday, 20
th

 September 1997 – 

CHAMAREL CLUB Annual Dinner Dance. Refer 

next edition for details. 

 

(NSW) Saturday, 22
nd

 November 1997 – MEA 

celebrates its first birthday. 

BABY BORN 
Congratulations to Dean and Chantal Lawson on 

the arrival of their new born son “Tyrone Paul” 

born on 14
th

 July, 1997. Chantal is the daughter of 

my brother Paul.  

OBiTUAIRE 
We learned with much regret of the death of Edel 

Bédeux who passed away on Thursday 24
th

 July 

1997. Condolences to Patrick (husband) and all her 

family, relatives and friends in Australia and 

abroad. 


