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EDITORIAL 
Sylvio Belcourt 

1. During the month of 

October, there were 

many Mauritian events 

that happened in 

Melbourne, so much so that, two clubs from 

Sydney along with hundreds of supporters added 

to the numbers by flocking down south. 

MEA also went along for nearly all the events, as 

you will see from the following pages.  

2. We received many calls regarding our article on 

Racism in the August edition and I am pleased to 

say that I was not crucified to have published this 

article. The outcome was very interesting, 

however, I have cut the story in two parts only 

instead of three as originally planned, due to the 

November Special Edition of MEA, which is 

celebrating its 1
st
 anniversary. 

3. We have finally received all the ordered books 

from Mauritius in good order. We will contact all 

those that have ordered shortly and we thank you 

for your patience. We will ensure that enough 

stock is available in the future to cater for all your 

needs. 

JOSIAN PHILIPPE 
THE STORY OF A VERY TALENTED 

MAURITIAN. 

Josian is known for his achievement is many 

sports. He is a Mechanical Engineer and he is 

married to Lilette and has 3 children, Valery (15), 

Isabelle (7) and Ingrid (4),  

He is a member of the Australian Track and Field 

Coaches Association. He represented Mauritius in 

Athletics in 110m Hurdles, High Jump, Long 

Jump, 4 x 100m relay and 400m hurdles. 

He obtained a Bronze medal in the 1
st
 Indian 

Ocean Games in 1975 – 100m hurdles (Réunion 

Island). He was a secretary of the MSA Athletics 

Commission from 1978 to 1979.  

In Australia he played soccer then restarted 

competition athletics three years ago as a veteran. 

During that time he won the following Victorian 

Championship medals: 5 Gold, 3 Silver and 2 

Bronze. 

During the 1997 Australian Championships he 

won 2 Silver and 1 Bronze. 

As a coach, many athletes under his guidance have 

won numerous championships. Under 6, 2 records; 

Shot Putt and Discuss. Under 15, 1 record; 100m 

hurdles. 

Isabelle, his daughter is a good all-rounder. She 

excels in long jump and Discus. Valery, his son, 

was soccer regional representative in Under 12 and 

Under 15 Cranbourne SC Superleague runners. 
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MEA CELEBRATES ITS FIRST ANNIVERSARY 

On the 22nd November 1997, at the Club Marconi, Bossley Park, NSW. 

L’histoire du SÉGA 
The evening will start at 7.30 p.m. sharp with a three course dinner 

followed by a Séga show specially choreographed for the evening.  

Dress must be formal (your very best) as the evening will be part of the building 

of the documentary of the Mauritians in Australasia film. A prize will be given to 

the best-dressed person or couple of the evening. 

Tickets $25 for subscribers and  $30.00 for non-subscribers. 

Beverage will be available at the clubs bar at club prices.  

After the show, you will dance all night to the sound of French Music from 

the 60’s to the 90’s. There will be Rock & Roll, Twist, Disco, Tango, Waltz, 

Slow etc. by Adamo, Charles Aznavour, Alain Barriere, Dalida, Johnny Hallyday, 

Sheila, Lucky Blondo, Sylvie Vartan, Au Bonheur des dames, Carlos, Sacha 

Distel, Poppys, Michele Torr, François Deguelt, Michel Mallory and many more.. 

The ‘Lancier’ will be played later during the evening. Start practicing. 

This will be an evening you will enjoy and remember. Book early. Tickets are 

selling very quickly. 

By reservation only. No tickets will be sold at the door. 

Send your cheque payable to: MEA 

P.O. BOX 3982, PARRAMATTA, NSW 2124 

(Please include your name and address in capitals with the notation “MEA” so that we can 

send your tickets by return mail.  

or Contact Marian on 0414 226 772 (BH), (02) 9632 8451 (AH) 

R.S.V.P before 9th November 1997. 

(A video screen will be in motion all night, except during the show, showing 

many Mauritian events. Anyone wishing to advertise, please contact Sylvio on        

0419 970 907. Facility is available to prepare your advertisement in video format. 

A unique opportunity to reach a large audience). 
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M.M.M 
(Continued from Vol 2 No. 12) 

The Bishops of the Second Vatican Council and 

Pope John Paul in his speeches and letters have 

preferred to describe Mary as “Co-operator” in 

Christ’s work of redemption. Mary does have a 

role of Maternal Mediation on behalf of all 

believers but this is subordinate to the absolute and 

universal role of Christ. The Magnificat Meal 

Movement continually misleads its followers by 

saying that these titles are going to be defined by 

the Pope in the very near future.  

Once again, this is clear evidence of the half-truths 

and inconsistencies in statements and reports made 

by the Magnificat Meal Movement. The 

Magnificat Meal Movement is no more 

authentically Catholic than a tennis club made up 

of predominantly Catholic members or a fishing 

club made up of predominantly Catholic members. 

The Magnificat Meal Movement uses traditional 

Catholic practices to entrap people into a sect or 

cult that is not Catholic. The confusion and the 

hurt surrounding Debra and her movement 

saddens me for there have been many who through 

traditional devotion to the Eucharist and to Mary 

have experienced conversion of heart and 

deepened their faith in the Risen Lord. 

Unfortunately because of the half-truths, the 

inconsistencies and in some instances the lack of 

orthodoxy concerning aspects of statements made 

and practices performed, 

the Magnificat Meal Movement places itself 

outside the Catholic Church. The Magnificat Meal 

Movement has no standing within the Catholic 

Diocese of Toowomba or within the Universal 

Catholic Church. 

(MEA gratefully thanks the Bishop of 

Toowoomba, WILLIAM M. MORRIS, DD for 

copies of the articles which we have published in 

this edition and the last one, which without any 

doubt, highlights the wrongdoing of the 

Magnificat Meal Movement).  

CHAMAREL CLUB (VIC) 
CELEBRATES 25 YEARS. 

On Saturday the 20
th

 of September 1997, the 

Chamarel Club (VIC) celebrated its 25
th

 

anniversary. The dance was held at the Gaelic Park 

Hall in Keysborough Vic. As the guests arrived at 

the hall, waiters offering complimentary drinks 

and appetisers met them. On entry into the hall the 

decorations of balloons of all colours were the first 

thing to attract the attention and then of course, the 

atmosphere was friendly and electric. 

 The evening was opened by Gilbert Clark, 

president of Chamarel who announced that there 

was going to be a wonderful evening of 

entertainment with a cabaret show followed by a 

presentation of trophies for the players of the 

soccer club. 

Many talented artists performed a magnificent 

show. The entertainers included Lysiane Mariole 

with Maureen and hers dancers, Lindsay Xavier 

with Roland, Jimmy Frédéric and Marie-lise who 

were all greatly appreciated by the audience. 

We were then, once again treated to the talented 

voice of Lindsay Xavier with a beautiful rendition 

of “Phantom of the Opera” which he sang with 

Michelle Serret. She then sang “I will always love 

you”.  

Jacques Robert came on stage and sang a selection 

of French songs that was well received by the 

audience. However, it seems that the show went on 

for too long and before it was over, one couple 

decided to get on the dance floor impatient to start 

dancing. Jacques Robert’s cousin, part of the 

audience, decided that this act was not very polite 

and amicably asked the couple to clear the dance 

floor. But they kept on dancing and Jacques 

Robert then commented during the show that 

everyone was welcome to start dancing. This did 

not happen just then and the show continued on. 

The Manificat Meal Movement, is no 

more authentically Catholic than a 

tennis or a fishing club made up of 

predominantly Catholic members. 

“You just cannot keep Mauritians off the 

dance floor for too long”. 
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However, while he was performing his last bracket, he invited the audience to start dancing and there was no 

shortage of volunteers. The dance floor was flooded in seconds. 

Joelle Léclair (right) was 

especially lucky to have 

Jacques Robert personally 

sing for her as she 

celebrated her 11
th

 birthday 

on the night. 

MEA staff members were 

also at the dance and as 

usual were able to catch on 

camera young Mauritians 

having a really a great 

time. 

Left to Right Diana De Rosayro, Virginie Wilmann,                     

Marie-Laurence Frederic, Cherrilyn Baya, 

 Sonia Cimiotti and Sandra Charon.                A wide range of age groups also enjoyed the evening: 

 

Claudie and Edvin Leckning (left) 

 

 

 

 

 

Paulette and Gervais Ribet (right) 

 

                                           George and Françoise Wilmann (above) 

Lindsay Clark who 

 celebrated his 50
th

 

birthday on the 

22
nd

 of September 

is seen here with 

his wife Dianne 

(left) 

 

 

 

 

                                    Harold and Anne-Marie Wilson with Cyril and Chantal Florent (above) 
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Ann and Sylvio Hébrard (above) 

 

 

 

Philippe and Violette Coquet 

(above) 

 

 

 

On this particular evening the best-dressed couple selected by MEA were 

Ariane Harter and her husband Roland (above). Ariane’s gold sequinned 

dress from Myers and her shoes from Alain Pinkas were especially 

purchased for the Chamarel dance.  

 

Jackie and Mickey Devienne (above) 

 

Regis and 

Gladys Xavier 

with Patrick 

and Nicole 

Pigeot (right) 

 

 

 

Rodney and 

Brigitte 

Ribet (left) 

 

The invitation said that it was going to be a night 

to be remembered. It was just that. Congratulations 

to all the committee members of La Chamarel 

Club for a really great entertaining evening.  
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SYDNEY vs MELBOURNE 
On the NSW Labour Day long weekend of the 6

th
 

October 1997, the Sydney-Mauritians flocked to 

Melbourne to play soccer. The weather in 

Melbourne was terrible with rain on Friday and the 

forecast for Saturday and Sunday being more rain 

and showers. The Sydney-Mauritains were blamed 

for having brought the rain with them. However 

what was kept as a surprise, was the good weather 

from Sydney, which was planned for Saturday and 

Sunday.  

During Friday evening, as planned, the light wind 

from NSW turned south and blew the clouds above 

Victoria further south. A beautiful sunny Saturday 

and Sunday gave the players “perfect one day, 

perfect the next”. All the players and supporters 

enjoyed a wonderfully entertaining atmosphere.  

There were two separate clubs that left Sydney for 

Melbourne. The Racing Soccer Club departed at 

7.30pm from the Whitlam Centre and Prestons 

Soccer team departed at 9.15p.m from the 

Liverpool Station on Thursday night the 2
nd

 of 

October. 

PRESTON/ENDEAVOUR HILLS 
Preston Soccer Club organised two busloads of 

players and supporters for the trip to Melbourne. 

MEA was on hand to see everyone off with the 

buses leaving from Liverpool Station at 9.15pm 

travelling all through the night with only a couple 

of stops on the way.  

The exuberant group arrived in Melbourne on 

Friday morning to a heavy down pour of rain and 

even some hail. Never the less this did not deter 

the players who had travelled to Melbourne with 

plans of taking the soccer shield from the 

Endeavour Hills team. Friday evening was spent 

relaxing and getting ready for the many games to 

be played during the weekend. 

During the Saturday matches, played at the Power 

Reserve, Doveton, there was plenty of food 

available. Seen here are just some of the hard 

workers in the canteen of the Endeavour Hills vs 

Preston weekend. 

Rodney Whaler, Alice Velthoven, Joyce Buttie 

Collette Bibaignom and Avalon Buttie. 

Following are the results to the games that were 

played. 

10.00am Endeavour Hills Veterans defeated 

Prestons Veterans 1-1 penalty shot to EH. 

11.45am EH Reserves 4 defeated Prestons 0.  

1.45pm  EH Ladies 3 defeated Prestons 1. 

3.15pm EH 1st Grade 2 defeated Prestons 0. 

Sunday Under 16’s EH 7 defeated Prestons 0. 

The match was followed by a dance and the band 

for the evening was “Les Flamboyants” with 

Roberto Roussetty (Bass), Sego Le Brasse (Drums 

& Vocal), Eddy Chunvoon (Rhythm & Vocal), 

Hugo Soupe (Conga & Vocal) and Eddy Morel 

(Keyboard & Vocal). They played a wonderful 

selection of music to keep the members of both 

clubs on the dancing floor. 

The trophies to be presented to the winners. 

Prior to the dance, Preston Soccer club had an 

unhappy medical situation that put a damper on a 

wonderful weekend. Pierrot Mandavy suffered a 

massive Asthma attack and was rushed to hospital. 

Mauritians from Sydney took their 

sunny weather with them especially for 

the Saturday and Sunday matches. 
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Pierrot is the father of David Mandavy one of the 

under 16 players for Prestons. 

Prestons Soccer Club would like to extend a 

special thank you to Jose Parisienne of the 

Endeavour Hills soccer club for all the assistance 

given in the supplying of transport facilities.  

GET WELL GREETING 

MEA and all the Mauritian Community send their 

best wishes to Pierrot Mandavy and family for his 

quick recovery. 

RACING/KEYSBOROUGH 
Racing Soccer Club also organised a trip to 

Melbourne for the NSW long weekend and their 

bus departed from the Whitlam Centre in 

Liverpool at 7.30pm arriving in Melbourne at 

8.30am on Friday morning. They then went off to 

the Casino on the Friday evening but did not stay 

late, as they had to play soccer the next day. 

Racings had a very successful game and took the 

shield back to Sydney to proudly display in their 

Clubrooms until next year when they plan to do it 

all over again. Following are the results of the 

Racing vs Keysborough games. 

11.00am Racing Veterans 4 defeated KB 1. 

1.00pm KB Reserves 4 defeated Racing Reserves.  

3.00pm Racing 1
st
 Grade 4 defeated KB 1. 

Another sports ground and the canteen staff were 

being put to the test. MEA was able to catch one of 

the hard working 

staff on camera. 

Sylvio Meunier 

(right), Josie White 

and Georgie 

D’argent were kept 

very busy serving 

delicacies such as 

Dahl Pouri, Gateau 

Piment, Fried 

Bread, and of 

course when there 

is a sports event 

on, a dry mouth is 

in need of 

quenching and so 

whiskey, beer and 

soft drinks were flowing quick and fast.    

On Saturday night, to celebrate Racings victorious 

win and to help Keysborough drown their sorrows, 

a wonderful evening of dancing was held at the 

Chandler Community Hall in Noble Park Victoria. 

It was a great chance for all those who attended to 

catch up with friends and family and the band for 

this wonderful evening of frivolity was SUNSET. 

The players were Jason Heerah (Drums & Vocal), 

Mario Bien-Aime (Bass & Vocal), Leen Philogene 

(Keyboard & Vocal), Jean-Claude Nayna 

(Saxaphone), Brian Bien-Aime (Bongos &  

Vocal), Clifford Venta (Vocal & Guitar) and Edy 

Heerah (Vocal). 

The DJ for the 

evening was 24 year 

old Allan Vissenjoux 

(right) who has been 

providing disco 

music for 7 years as 

a means of putting 

himself through 

University where he 

has been studying 

Applied Physics and 

Maths. 

At the end of the 

evening, the trophies 

were presented by 

The President of 

the Keysborough 

club, Ricardo 

Balancy seen here 

dancing with his 

wife Lisemay 

(left). 

During the 

presentation, the 

players from 

Racings were so 

exited that you 

just could not shut 

them up. They sang, shouted, whistled and cheered 

like real winners. They were all in a very happy 

mood very proud of winning the games. But 

finally the presentation went on followed by more 

dancing. It was an evening full of fun and 

celebration, backed up by good music, everyone 

had a great time. 
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Racing Best and Fairest Trophies: 

1
st
 Grade. Michael Abas 

2
nd

 Grade. Andrew Rivet. 

Veterans. Jean Pierre Davoine. 

Keysborough Best 

and Fairest Trophies: 

1
st
 Grade. Mario 

Diolle. 

Reserve. Chris Elysee. 

Veterans. Gaetan 

Canal. 

 

Shown here are some 

of the proud winners 

of various trophies. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

From the many guests, 

MEA camera captured 

Daniella Gaspard & 

Matthew Langford (right) 

who are to be married on 

the 8
th

 of February 1998. 

MEA will keep in touch 

and would like to wish 

them all the very best for 

the future.  

On Sunday the 5
th

, after 

recovering from the 

Dance, there were many 

who got back together on 

the playing field to just 

have fun, a family sports 

day.  

Everything good thing had to come to an end. 

However, MEA has been asked by all the Sydney-

Mauritians to thank all the Melbourne-Mauritians 

for the “accueille très chaleureux ” and hospitality 

that they received.  

Did you know that on a yearly avarage, it rains 

ten times more in Sydney than in Melbourne? 

PRESTON CHARITY DANCE 
This dance was organised to raise money for 

Olivier de la Roche who, a few months ago asked 

if the Prestons Soccer Club would be able to give 

him some financial support, as the medical 

expenses he was incurring due to having 

leukaemia were getting out of hand. 

The committee unanimously agreed to organise a 

ball and Dolly approached Mr. Paul Lynch, the 

Member of Parliament for Liverpool who then 

helped in obtaining the Uruguayan Club as the 

venue for the charity ball.  

Yves Antione opened the evening by saying: 

“Olivier has touched our hearts. He has done 

things for everyone here. We are here to support 

him”. 

Yves then read a “thank you letter” from Olivier of 

which an extract follows: 

I, Olivier De La Roche have had leukaemia for the 

past five and a half years. It has come and gone a 

few times. Every time I see a specialist, they give 

me a year, a few months and a few weeks to live. 

As my life needs 10 re-incarnations to do the 

things I want to fulfill, I am determined that this 

disease will not take away my life. No matter how 

long it takes me, I will get on top of it. I am 

supposed to join all of you today, but unfortunately 

I am unfit to travel.  However, I would like to 

thank Yves and Sylvan and all the members of the 

Preston Soccer Club, Peter, Dolly, and France 

Jemon and his group for not taking any cents and 

also to everyone who has devoted their time to put 

this ball together. I would like to thank all of you 

here tonight, to have made my journey through life 

much easier. From the bottom of my heart, many 

many thanks and I love you all.” 

Dancing followed the speech and later a raffle was 

drawn and Yves guaranteed the audience that he 

will personally make sure that all the funds raised 

will go to Olivier.  
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France Jemon “the master of the séga” won first 

prize. 

A spectacular show by the Séga Down Under 

Group was backed up by the colourful lights of 

Guy Jo Saminaden, the “Woo” sound from the 

audience was a sign of astonishment and 

gratification. 

It was another great evening showing the 

charitable nature of Mauritians supporting 

Mauritians. 

ALLIANCE FRANÇAISE DE 

SYDNEY 
The Alliance Française de Sydney is the open door 

to communication with contemporary France and 

the French speaking world! At number 257 of 

“Rue Clarence” right in the heart of Sydney. 

C.B.D, the colourful façade will certainly catch 

your eye! 

The reception area has been transformed into a 

“Grand Café” where you can sit down, relax and 

enjoy a genuine “petit noir” to the latest sound of 

French music between: 

9:30 a.m to 7:00 p.m – Monday to Thursday 

9:30 a.m to 5:00 p.m – Friday 

9:30 a.m to 2:00 p.m – Saturday 

Lunchtime is a great break to come and enjoy one 

of our light meals and snacks with a truly French 

Taste. 

Works from French and Australian artists will also 

regularly be shown on the walls of the “Grand 

Café”. 

SBS French news is screened daily on a giant TV 

screen at the Café at 9:00 a.m, 1:00 p.m, and 5:45 

p.m.  

From the opening of the Capital Theatre by the 

Découflé Dance Company to the Magnum Cinema 

at the Art Gallery of NSW and the full houses of 

the Arts Florissants at the Opera House, the 

Alliance has always devoted its energy to teaming 

up with the local Australian cultural organisations 

to bring you the best of artistic productions from 

France. 

The Alliance Française de Sydney offers to its 

members: 

A French Library. From classic French literature to 

contemporary writing, essays and travel guides – 

15,000 works are available from our shelves, to be 

borrowed free of charge, with around 10 of the 

latest French publications arriving every month. 

A Video Club with over 900 French videos from 

fiction to documentaties and concerts. 

A CD Library: From Piaf to Kaas, French songs 

for rent. A selection of over 150 titles giving more 

places to the latest releases. 

The French Bookshop consists of Sydney’s 

greatest choice in French language- books, 

textbooks, dictionaries and CD’s.  

The Alliance Française de Sydney also provides 

courses in French designed for everyone from the 

ultimate beginner to the University specialist.  

For more details contact: The Alliance Française 

de Sydney on (02) 9267 1755. 

RACISM 
(Continued from August edition) 

Sylvio Belcourt. Part 2 of 2. 

In the August edition, we asked the questions. Are 

Mauritians racists? The answers are “YES” and 

“NO”. 

WHAT REALLY IS RACISM? 

It is hard to disagree that “something called racism 

obviously exists,” but what exactly does racism 

FOR THE MAURITIANS WHO 

ENJOY FRENCH CULTURE 

AND THE FRENCH 

LANGUAGE. 
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mean? The term is used in various ways under 

various conditions but the basic definition remains 

clear: Racism is an ideology of intellectual or 

moral superiority based upon the biological 

characteristics of race. Moreover, racism typically 

entails a willingness to discriminate based upon a 

perceived hierarchy of superior and inferior races. 

According to the Webster’s New World 

Dictionary, racism is a “doctrine or teaching… 

that claims to find racial differences in character 

and intelligence, that asserts the superiority of one 

race over another, that seeks to maintain the 

supposed purity of a race”, as well as “any person 

or practice of racial discrimination or segregation 

based on self beliefs”.   

VARIOUS DEFINITIONS OF RACISM 

From the book “The end of Racism” by Dinesh 

D’Souza” 

THE ORIGIN OF RACISM 

Racism originated in the Western world, not in 

ignorance and fear but as part of an enlightened 

enterprise of intellectual discovery. Racism did not 

always exist in the West. An examination of the 

historical record reveals that racism did have a 

beginning. Although it can be found in embryonic 

form amongst the Chinese and the Arabs in the 

late Middle Ages, racism is a modern and Western 

ideology.  Racism originated as a theory of 

Western civilisation superiority. 

Racism developed prior to slavery although it was 

later reinforced by slavery. Slavery was practised 

for thousands of years in virtually all societies: in 

China, India, Europe, the Arab world, sub-Sahara 

Africa, and the Americans. In the United States, 

slave owning was not confined to whites: 

American Indians and free blacks owned 

thousands of slaves. Thus slavery is neither 

distinctively Western nor racist. 

Can blacks can be racists? In America today, 

where there is a large community of blacks, black 

racism does exist. Many liberals find it difficult to 

recognise black racism because they are 

ideologically committed to view it as a mere 

reaction to white racism. In fact African American 

racism is a coherent ideology of black supremacy, 

promoted in Afrocentric courses and institutionally 

embodied in the Nation of Islam. In an increasing 

meritocratic society, black racism becomes a 

rationalization for black failure. Thus African 

American antagonism is most vehemently directed 

against groups such as Jews and Asian Americans 

that have no history of persecuting blacks but that 

outcompete them. 

MAURITUIS MULTI CULTURALISM 

Having looked at all the various definitions and 

explanations of racism, we raise the question 

again: Are Mauritian racists?  Who are 

Mauritians? 

Mauritius is known to be one of the most densely 

populated islands with over 111 different races of 

different social background. It is very likely and 

possible that there would be certain Mauritians 

who would be racist, having been born, educated 

and lived under this multi-racial country.  

And what really identifies a Mauritian to another? 

You cannot say that Mauritians are white or black. 

There are both types. But you can say that there is 

a definite ‘class’ of Mauritians like there are 

classes of people in every country in the world. In 

Australia, a “strip tease person’ would probably 

be, without prejudice, be considered lower class 

than an Accountant or a Judge. So the discussion 

can go on forever.  

What role does education play in being a racist?  

We have now introduced two new subjects. ‘Class 

and education”. Now being lower class does not 

mean that you are a bad person. After performing 

his/her daily job, a strip tease person can be the 

nicest person that you can have as a friend. On the 

other hand, an Accountant might be considered a 

high-class citizen, but he/she might be the most 

horrible and cruel person you could have ever met. 

So we have now introduced another subject 

relating to a person: ‘Personality’. Could it be that 

being a racist is related to your class level in 

society, your education, or your personality?  

Yes, I believe it does. I do not think that a racist 

can be a nice and friendly person. Most probably, 

a racist would tend to be arrogant against another 

person whether from an inferior race or not.  

Can racism be cured from a person? Yes, I believe 

that under certain circumstances, education can 

change a persons view on whether a race is 

inferior or not. Some Mauritians might not 

associate themselves to say.. the Indian race, but a 

holiday in India could change his or her views 
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about being racist against that race. That person, 

having spent some time amongst those people, 

could end up having the best holiday of his/her 

life. The racist could then believe that the Indian 

race is not inferior after all.  

According to all the phone calls that I have 

received and to the people that talked to me during 

many events that I attended recently, the majority 

of Mauritians agrees that if they were ever a racist, 

they have left it back in Mauritius. (The NO 

Answer. Mauritians are not racist). A minority 

accepted that there is still some racism left in 

them. (The YES answer. Mauritians are 

racists). They would not associate themselves 

with a race inferior than themselves, but because 

in Australia, all Mauritians are equal in the sense 

that all have similar religious beliefs, similar social 

preferences and all have jobs, houses, cars, etc, 

they can no longer practice racism that perhaps 

they would have been forced to adopt if they lived 

back in Mauritius.   

Hence to conclude. Mauritians in general are not 

racist but there is a small number that has agreed 

to me that there is still some racism left in them 

but it is definitely on the decline especially after 

30 years of establishment in Australia where so 

many different races, religions, cultures are 

amalgamated together. (Let’s hope Pauli… does 

not destroy this.) 

FROM OUR CORRESPONDENTS IN 

MAURITIUS 

PRIVATE CARS OLDER THAN 12 

YEARS OF AGE OFF THE ROAD. 

The Mauritian government has commissioned the 

Singapore Environmental Management and 

Engineering Services to look into pollution 

problems in Mauritius who has just released their 

findings. 

The recommendation is to get rid of all private 

cars over 12 years old, which would reduce the 

vehicular population of the island by 40 per cent. 

This excludes heavy-duty vehicles such as buses 

and lorries, of which 20 per cent are over 20 years 

old. 

As from January 1999, public vehicles are to be 

sent to the scrap yard as follows: taxis over 15 

years, buses over 18 years and lorries over 20 

years.  

There are 90,000 motorcyclists in Mauritius.They 

will be spared, but they too will face stricter 

controls and, like all polluters, face a stiff fine of 

Rs 500-1000. 

THATCHER IN MAURITIUS 

The former British Prime Minister, Baroness 

Thatcher paid a three-day visit to Mauritius, from 

27
th

 to 29
th

 August. Her son Mark had surprisingly 

arrived from South Africa nearly a month earlier to 

ensure that everything went according to plan. 

Her main presentation was at Vaghjee Hall as the 

guest of the Joint Economic Council. She 

congratulated Mauritius on embarking on 

privatising such industries as electric power, 

telecommunications and water. Throughout her 

visit, she stayed at the Labourdonnais Waterfront 

Hotel. 

POLITICAL SCENES 

The two parties forming the coalition government 

of Mauritius have finally split up. Rumour has it 

that Béraenger will now thrive in his new position 

as Leader of the Opposition and Ramgoolam will 

have to manage on his own.  

This is the first time since Independence that the 

island has been governed by one party alone.  

NEW TREASURE FOUND 

Mauritius is making plans to celebrate its 400
th

 

anniversary next year of the Dutch landing on the 

island. Whilst looking for gold, “foreign diggers” 

have confirmed that a site in Grand Port is indeed 

that of Fort Frederick Hendrik. Preliminary digs 

have unearthed bones and clay pipes. 

 The Dutch first landed on the island in 1598 under 

the command of Admiral van Warwyck, in the bay 

now known as Grand Port. They made no attempt 

to colonise it, just plundered its ebony trees and 

departed for the Cape of Good Hope. Later they 

came back to try to settle but gave up and left for 

good in 1710. 

UNEMPLOYMENT UP.  

Mauritius was once known to have a very low rate 

of unemployment. It has now gone up to 9.5%.  

(Continued page 15). 
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LES BUISSONS 
 

Situé sur la côte nord ouest de l’île, “Les Buissons” vous offre 

tout le confort moderne dans le village de Péreybere à 100 

mètres de la plage. Centre commerciaux, restaurants et night 

clubs à proximité, occuperont vos journées et vos nuits. 

 

  

Bungalow de trois 

chambres pour 7 

personnes. 
 

 

 

 

Chambre avec salle de 

bain en suite. 

 

Cuisine de 

Bungalow avec 

four, 

réfrigérateur 

et micro-onde 

pour compléter 

votre 

indépendence. 

 

 

    Le living du bungalow avec TV et 

mini bar.  
 

 

POUT TOUT LES DÉTAILS CONTACTER PHILIP SUR 0418 238 526. 

UN VIDÉO EST AUSSI DISPONIBLE. 
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MEA provides creative and professional 

design for Seminars, Parties, Weddings, 

Christening, Documentaries, School 

Productions, Exhibitions, Product Promotion, 

Marketing, etc. 

 Full editing services using professional high 

tech state-of-the-art equipment with full 

digital computer Titling, Special Effects, 

Animation, Imaging and Graphics interface, 

for High Quality and Visual reproduction. 

 
  

Give your next video a 
Hollywood Professional 

TV quality look. 

 

For further details call  

 

0419 970 907 or (02) 9632 8451 (AH) 

VIC / NSW / QLD 

ANNIVERSARY 
Congratulations to Cheryl and Guy Jo Saminaden 

on their 24
th

 Wedding Anniversary, 5
th

 October. 

(Cheryl commented that you only get 10 years for 

murder and yet marriage gets a life sentence.) 

FROM MAURITIUS 
(Continued from page 13). 

The number of registered unemployed for the 

period January-April 1997 was 12,244. The figures 

for the previous four-month period were 11,179. 

Formerly workers made redundant in the textile 

sector had no difficulty in finding new jobs, but 

this is no longer the case and it is now becoming 

an economic and social problem. 

BIOLOGICAL WARFARE PROGRAMMES 

Do you remember an incident in 1987 when a 

Boeing 747 crashed as it was coming in to land at 

Mauritius airport?  

An inquiry established that fire was the main 

reason for the accident, but could not determine 

what caused the file. 

Apparently members of the first inquiry were 

aware of the possibility that the plane was carrying 

“illegal baggage”, and never pursued the matter. 

New evidence appears to confirm that some of the 

bills of landing were falsified. They could relate to 

a “top secret cargo” being flown from Taiwan to 

South Africa. According to a South African 

magazine, there was a military cover-up to protect 

secret chemical and biological warfare 

programmes. This matter has now been re-opened. 

==================================== 

IF NE FAUT JAMAIS OUBLIER VOTRE 

PAYS NATAL. 

L’île Maurice, depuis Paul et Virginie est l’endroit 

des amoureux-amoureux de la vie, de la beauté des 

femmes et de la tendresse qui se dégage de cette 

île de rêve. On trouve à Maurice, des montagnes si 

belle qui se découpent dans le ciel au couleur du 

soleil. La barrière de corail qui profile les plages 

au sable blanc, comme un écrin de bijoutier. Les 

champs de canne à sucre à perte de vue et 

l’extraordinaire joie de vivre et gentillesse des 

habitants. Port Louis et son marché aux épices, 

Curepipe la ville haute et ses magasins de tissus 

fabuleux. 

C’est le paradis.  

AUTO BOOK WORLD PTY LTD 

Large range of books and Videos on 

Automotive, Aviation, Millitary. 

275 Clarence Street, Sydney 

Phone: (02) 9283 7134 Fax (02) 9283 7136 
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WEDDING 
PHOTOGRAPHS AND VIDEO 

FOR PROFESSIONAL WEDDING VIDEO 

AND PHOTOGRAPHY CONTACT MEA 

ON  

0419 970 907 (NSW/VIC/QLD) 

FOR NSW BOOKINGS ONLY, TWO 

FRENCH BRIDAL CARS WILL BE 
INCLUDED FREE OF CHARGE.  

(CONDITIONS APPLY). 

COMING EVENTS 
Saturday 1

st
 November 1997. 

Racing Soccer Club vs Dandenong Inter Soccer 

Club at Ireland Park, Memorial Avenue, Liverpool 

starting at 10:30 a.m. Mauritian delicacies will be 

on sale.  

Later in the evening, a presentation dance will be 

held at Ryde Civic Centre, Ryde. 8:00pm to 

1:00a.m. Tickets $12.00 members, $15 non-

members, $10 students. For more details contact 

Nicolas Serret 9605 7973 (AH)  

Saturday 1
st
 November 1997. 

Preston Soccer Club Inc Annual Presentation 

Night. Ingleburn Community Centre Cnr Oxford 

St & Cumberland Road Ingleburn. 7.30pm Music 

by DJ FAB. Tickets $10 Adults, $5 Pensioners & 

Children 5-12yrs. For Bookings and more details 

contact Yves Antoine 9607 0145 or Dolly Lennon 

9832 7282  

Saturday 1
st
 November 1997. 

Mauritian Sega Show. The return of JC. Jean 

Claude Gaspard. The “Segatier de classe”.  

Time 8pm to 1 am. Venue Ukrainian Youth 

Centre, 11 Church St, Lidcombe. (Near Station).  

Tickets $20. Kids under 5 Free-no seat. 

Tickets not sold at door. Contact Jacky Collen 

(AH) 9893 9161, MOB 019 619 111 or Yves 

Seeruthun (AH) 9621 8443. 

 

Sunday 16
th

 November 1997. 
La Caravelle Club has organised an Open 

Pétanque Competition at Glenfield Park School, 

Roy Watts Road, Glenfield.  

For more information, please contact Henri-Pierre 

Emraz on 9605 3917 (AH) before 10
th

 November 

1997. Food and Drinks will be on sale. 

 

Saturday 22
nd

 November 1997. 
MEA celebrates its first anniversary at the Club 

Marconi, Bossley Park. A three-course dinner will 

be provided. Drinks at bar prices from the club 

bar. Dance to the sound of French music from the 

60’s to 90’s throughout the evening. 

Tickets $25 for subscribers. $30 non-subscribers. 

Reservation only. No tickets will be sold at the 

door. For booking send your cheque to MEA, PO 

BOX 3982, Paramatta, NSW 2124 or contact 

Marian on 0419 970 907 or (AH) 9632 8451. 

TELL YOUR FRIENDS TO 

SUBSCRIBE TO MEA NOW AND 

TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THE 

SUBSCRIBER’S DISCOUNT 

Saturday 27
th

 December 1997. 
AMA End of Year Dance. Venu: Ryde Civic 

Centre, Ryde. “Fernand Poupinel and Band” 

7.30pm till late, Cost: $20.00pp Non-Members and 

$18.00pp for Members. For details Contact 

Danielle Perombelon 0419 555 421 or 9825 1897. 

 

Wednesday 31
st
 December 1997. 

La Caravelle’s End of Year Ball. Venu: James 

Meehan High School, Harold Road, Macquarie 

Fields. Band: Torrid Zone. 

For more information contact Génevieve Gébert 

on 9601 6828. 

 IRISH JOKE 
When the Mercedes roared away from the curb 

Paddy was first to dash inside with the news. 

“Hey Boss, they’ve just stolen your car”. 

“Oh, No” lamented his boss. 

“Not to worry” said Paddy, “I took down the car 

licence number”. 


